
Meeting Minutes of 
The UNF Sustainability Committee 

At the Presidential Conference Room 1/2800 
August 8, 2013 

 
 

Present: 
Dr. Stuart Chalk, Katherine Borello, Ms. Ashley Sever, Ms. Brittany Edwards, Mr. David 
Crabtree, Mr. Vincent Smyth, Ms. Rita Kilpatrick, Mr. Wallace Harris, Mr. Lance Taylor, Mr. 
James Taylor 
 
Order: 
Meeting commenced at 11:08a.m. Since it was the first meeting, Mr. James Taylor had everyone 
at the conference table introduced themselves to the group.  Dr. Stuart Chalk introduced himself 
as the new Interim Director of the UNF Environmental Center. He updated the Committee that 
the Environmental Center is currently working on its strategic plan, bylaws, as well as the 
procedure for recruiting a permanent Director. Mr. James Taylor encouraged the Committee to 
seek the Environmental Center for any project needs, especially faculty. 
 
Mr. J. Taylor then briefly summarized last year’s progress, especially concerning the Climate 
Action Plan (CAP). He then handed two physical copies around the room and confirmed that 
they are copies of the PDF they had recently received and approved as a committee. He added 
that the document will be uploaded to the Environmental Center’s website in the near future.  
 
Mr. J. Taylor used a PowerPoint to discuss resource usage on campus via a pie chart. He also 
demonstrated via a bar graph how the recycling bin initiative that the Environmental Center 
started had increased recycling rates. After the study of the numbers, Mr. J. Taylor reported that 
the Housing Department on campus bought recycling bins for the Halls and considers them as  
part of the furniture checklist. He then brought the Committee’s attention to certain initiatives 
such as Jax 2025 planning sessions, and Student Government’s bike sharing program idea. 
Currently, initiatives the Environmental Center is working on, he reported, is the Green House 
Gas Emissions Inventory (GHGEI), hosting the Jacksonville Environmental Symposium, and 
UNF’s Week of Welcome. As far as the GHGEI is concerned, the student assistant has reported 
difficulty in obtaining some data from the department of Athletics regarding fertilizer usage. 
Other initiatives the Center and the Committee should consider is purchasing LEED® decals for 
the educational purpose and for the overall pride of the campus, and looking at a carpooling 
software. 
 
Mr. J. Taylor then opened the floor to any updates from different departments and any other 
subsequent ideas. Mr. Wallace Harris updated the Committee that the department of Physical 
Facilities has installed the new water softeners and the have been tracking water usage. There has 
been a notable water use reduction.  Dr. S. Chalk inquired to Mr. Vincent Smyth about 
considering an electric or low emissions shuttle for campus. Mr. V. Smyth answered saying that 
electric was considered but the buses could not run long enough in a day. There would have to be 
buses exchanged in the middle of the day, which would not be cost effective, and certainly would 
put the burden on energy use. Mr. W. Harris said that Physical Facilities researched retrofitting 



the campus vehicles to run on natural gas, but since the vehicles did not travel much, the cost 
was not justifiable. Mr. David Crabtree brought up the idea of recharge lines along a route. This 
is something that the South Koreans are doing. Dr. S. Chalk said that idea could be a possible 
grant in the future. 
 
Mr. J. Taylor then discussed with the Committee about certain problems about building 
structures on campus. He advocated that the Committee be proactive with what is happening on 
campus and inform the Committee in general. The Committee can help invest if the means are 
available.   
Mr. W. Harris brought up the fact that there is not a means to advertise the progress in buildings: 
a dashboard. There is controversy with one system they were considering. They are concerned 
about hackers. Dr. Chalk suggested that only a system be able to read data, not gain access to it. 
He offered to look into how to do it, since he has experience with these matters. Mr. J. Taylor 
said that the University of Florida received a funding to do that same thing. This would be 
something we, as the campus, could mimic.  
 
Mr. J. Taylor then reviewed subcommittees and implored them to give monthly meeting updates 
as the subcommittees progress. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:58a.m. 
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